
SUMMARY OF CHAPTER FOUR OF LAUDATO SI': 
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

 
“INTEGRAL ECOLOGY” 

What is “integral ecology”? Integral ecology is the term that Pope Francis applies to a 
vision of how to address every aspect of the global crisis. To understand this vision, we 
need to take a look at the world around us, where we can see that everything is 
connected and interrelated. Nature isn't something separate from ourselves or just a 
place where we live. “We are part of nature, included in it and in constant interaction 
with it". There is a relationship between environmental issues, and social and human 
issues. We are not faced with two separate crises, one environmental and the other 
social, but rather one complex crisis which is both social and environmental. 

The Pope looks at the principles of integral ecology and how they can be applied when 
considering solutions to the global crisis and any call to action on behalf of our common 
home: 

• Environmental, Economic Social Ecology: Our decisions, especially about 
production and consumption, have an effect on the environment. If we make our 
decisions based solely on profit and the pursuit of money, the marginalized and 
poor are most affected by the results, even though they have contributed the 
least to the problems. 

• Cultural Ecology: Modern life is a threat not only to our physical environment but 
also to our cultural heritage. The rights of peoples and cultures and the 
preservation of cultural treasures should be considered when planning any 
changes to the environment and living spaces. 

• Ecology of Daily Life: Integral ecology involves everyday life. Housing, public 
transportation and the connection between human life and the moral law have an 
effect on our relationship with the environment. The way we think about our 
bodies is related to the way we think about the rest of creation. When we accept 
our bodies as God's gift we are ready to welcome and accept the entire world as a 
gift from God. 

• The Principle of the Common Good: We are one human family and have a 
shared responsibility for others and for creation. Wealthy countries have a 
responsibility to reduce consumption of non-renewable resources and should help 
poorer nations develop in sustainable ways. Injustices abound and many people 
are deprived of basic human rights and are considered expendable. Working for 
the common good means to make choices in solidarity based on “a preferential 
option for the poorest”.  



• Justice Between Generations: We are stewards of this world that was given to us 
by God. The decisions we make in our daily lives and the interactions and 
relationships that we have with God, with other people, with creation and with 
ourselves must ensure that we are leaving an inhabitable home for those who 
come after us. 

 QUESTIONS: 

  1. How does seeing everything as connected change the way you see the world? 
  2. Do you see the way your choices affect the quality of life for others? 
  3. How is our concern for others connected to our concern for the environment? 
 


