
SUMMARY OF CHAPTER TWO OF LAUDATO SI’: 
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

 
“The Gospel of Creation” 

 
After the Pope’s diagnostic chapter about what’s happening to our 
“common home,” the second chapter of the Pope’s encyclical argues 
that our faith convictions can and should motivate Christians to 
assume their responsibility as caretakers of creation.  Often many 
Christians feel that environmental stewardship is secondary to living 
out the faith, but the Pope wants to wipe this sentiment away. Science 
has a role to play in the conversation about the future of the world but 
so does our Christian faith. In support of this argument, Pope Francis 
begins by highlighting the many biblical narratives that speak of the 
love and wisdom of a God who is Creator and sustainer of all Creation. 
The biblical narratives “suggest that human life is grounded in three 
fundamental and close intertwined relationships: with God, with our 
neighbor, and with earth itself” (66). While all of these relationships 
have been negatively affected by our assertion of power and 
dominion, our particular calling as people of faith is for wholeness, reconciliation, and peace. This 
calling challenges us to be the kind of people who will not let the earth be despoiled and people 
forgotten. 
 

The Pope also meditates on the mystery of the universe, 
which he sees as a continuing revelation of the divine, “a 
gift from the outstretched hand of the Father of all” (76). It 
is our faith in Christ that “allows us to interpret the 
meaning and mysterious beauty of what is unfolding” (79). 
Referencing the medieval Franciscan thinker St. 
Bonaventure, Pope Francis points to an ancient 
understanding of the world as the “book of creation,” God’s 
precious book “whose letters are the multitude of created 

things present in the universe” (85). In this way, the Pope asks us to re-learn how to “read” 
Creation in order to discover the message and meaning within it. One of the key messages that 
Pope Francis reads in the “book of creation” is that we are “linked by unseen bonds and 
together form a kind of universal family” (89). In another place, he echoes this by saying that in 
God’s created order “everything is connected” (91).               
                         
The Pope ends this chapter with reference to Jesus who embodies the tenderness, the 
contemplative awareness, the in-touch-ness with nature and people, the wonder and awe before 
God’s gifts, and the reconciliation that the Creator so desires for all of Creation. 
 



Questions: 
 
1. According to Francis, the Bible teaches that the harmony between the creator, humanity, and 
creation was disrupted by our presuming to take the place of God and refusing to acknowledge our 
creaturely limitations.  

• What does it mean to presume to take the place of God? 
•  How are our lifestyle and the ethics of our workplace overreaching creaturely limits? 

 
2. How can our attitudes and actions this week be more like Jesus? 
 


